
Josanna Baynes Morris
September 7, 1920 - December 15, 2015

Josanna Baynes Morris, age 95, of Ellettsville passed away on Tuesday,
December 15, 2015 after a brief stay at the IU Health Hospice House in
Bloomington. 

 

Josanna was born on September 7, 1920 in Washington County, IN to the late
Joseph Powell Baynes and Anna (Ponsford) Baynes. Her family moved to
Monroe County when she was 5 years of age. Throughout her life, Josanna
was a hard-working farm daughter and gifted wife, mother, office worker, club
leader, grandmother and great-grandmother. She was an active, loyal, caring,
gentle, gracious, and humble woman who will be greatly missed by those who
cherished her sweet spirit. While her husband Melvin was in the Navy,
Josanna lived with him in Norfolk, VA. Other than this precious time away, she
made her home in Indiana. Early in their marriage, Josanna worked in the
Indiana University Architect’s Office during a busy building time after WWII.
After her three children were in school, Josanna returned to office work for
many years, retiring from Monroe County Community Schools where she was
a secretary at Binford Junior High School and later at Bloomington North High
School. She loved being around educators and children. Josanna was a
member of Maple Grove Christian Church, and a prior member of North
Central Church of Christ. She attended church faithfully from when she was a
young child until she was in her 90’s. She would share stories of how she rode
to church on a horse-drawn wagon through the snowy hills of rural Monroe



County. Even in her senior years, she faithfully attended the Senior Seekers
Bible study for many years and looked forward to this weekly time. She
understood the importance of Christian education for all ages, she supported
efforts to work with children, and she enjoyed the unity in her church family.
She also enjoyed serving others in need. Josanna was an expert seamstress
and she mastered the complex art of machine knitting. She greatly enjoyed
the many activities and serving as Treasurer for several home demonstration
clubs and sewing guilds. She led the Highland Lassies 4-H Club for several
years while her daughter and nieces were members. She was a long-time
member of several Monroe County Extension groups and was active in the
Vernal Belles, Thrifty Homemakers and Twin Lake Co-Workers. She was
always willing to share her talents and knowledge with friends and family
members whenever asked. Josanna also loved flower gardening at home and
hosting family gatherings. 
Most of all, Josanna cherished her family and loved staying close with all
generations. Josanna was preceded in death by her husband of 54 years, C.
Melvin Morris; four brothers, Powell Baynes, Emmett Baynes, Everett Baynes
and Samuel T. Baynes and two sisters, Martha Acuff and Madaline Baynes. 

Josanna is survived by her sister, Ruth (Paul) Schurtter of Blomington, IN;
daughter Sharon (Fred) Robbins of Plano, TX; sons, Richard (Sherry) Morris
of Ellettsville and Ronnie (Gayle) Morris of Bloomington; grandchildren, Matt
(Tessa) Morris, Dan (Allie) Morris, and Karey (Mike) Dammer, all in Monroe
County. She is also survived by ten well-loved great-grandchildren and
numerous special nieces and nephews, and extended family who have given
her much joy. 

 Funeral services will be held on Saturday, December 19, 2015 at Chandler
Funeral Home in Ellettsville at 1:00 p.m. with Dr. Richard Amerine officiating.
Burial is to be at Valhalla Memory Gardens. Friends may call upon the family
at the funeral home on Friday, December 18, 2015 from 5:00 to 8:00 and
again one hour prior to the funeral. 



In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Maple Grove Church
Children’s Program, 1503 W. Simpson Chapel Rd. Bloomington, IN 47404



Cemetery Details

Valhalla Memory Gardens

310 North Johnson Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47403

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 18. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Chandler Funeral Homes - Ellettsville Chapel
203 E. Temperance Street
Ellettsville, IN 47429
(812) 876-6075
chandlerfh@bluemarble.net
https://www.chandlerfh.com

Service

DEC 19. 1:00 PM (ET)

Chandler Funeral Homes - Ellettsville Chapel
203 E. Temperance Street
Ellettsville, IN 47429
(812) 876-6075
chandlerfh@bluemarble.net
https://www.chandlerfh.com

mailto:chandlerfh@bluemarble.net
https://www.chandlerfh.com/
mailto:chandlerfh@bluemarble.net
https://www.chandlerfh.com/


Tribute Wall



Chandler Funeral Homes - December 17, 2015 at 06:31 PM

Chandler Funeral Homes created a Tribute Video in memory of
Josanna Baynes Morris

Chandler Funeral Homes - December 17, 2015 at 06:26 PM

36 files added to the album LifeTributes

December 17, 2015 at 05:22 PM

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family
of Josanna Baynes Morris.

http://chandlerfh.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://chandlerfh.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


JR
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Liza Perry - December 17, 2015 at 10:17 AM

Sending you my thoughts and prayers. Her children must be so
proud, and are incredibly Lucky, to have such a wonderful, kind,
caring lady as their mother and inspiration. Although I didn't know
her personally, her obituary describes how loving and dedicated of
an individual she was and this legacy will live on in her
Children/Family.

Liza Perry - December 17, 2015 at 10:10 AM

Liza Perry sent a virtual gift in memory of
Josanna Baynes Morris

Jean Rhoads - December 17, 2015 at 08:49 AM

I do not know Josanna Morris, but I do know Gayle Morris, and I
want Gayle to know that I am thinking about her and her family at
this time. Josanna lived a very long life and has left lots of memories
for her loved ones. Blessings on the family during this difficult time.
Jean Rhoads

December 16, 2015 at 11:40 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Josanna Baynes Morris.

http://chandlerfh.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://chandlerfh.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


JY

Jennifer Young - December 16, 2015 at 08:47 PM

What a special lady. We send our condolences and love. 
 
Jason and Jennifer Young


